
Engaging with Confidence 

(Faith Communities)
Pasha Shah



Objectives 

 Faith in communities & barriers to engagement

 How to build long term trust and relationships/partnerships

 Building inclusive models of engagement



‘If you know nothing about a people you can believe anything…’

Dervla Murphy 





Exercise 1

In your virtual rooms (15 mins):

Generate a list of questions you would like answering. Do not think any 

question is ‘out of bounds’. Please do not limit yourself…. 



Main Headlines on Faith communities 

in the UK

 46% of people in England & Wales identify as Christian

 37% identify as having ‘no religion’

 6.5% population is Muslim

 1.7% population is Hindu

 0.9% population is Sikh

 0.5% population is Jewish

 0.5% population is Buddhist



Exercise 2 – discussing assumptions

1) Faith communities are…

2) They probably wouldn’t be interested in…



Examples of Better Engagement

 Co-creating around Faith Festivals, with the community.

 Taking arts into faith spaces, such as Gurdwara’s and Temples

 Building longer term partnerships with Faith organisations

 Creating platforms for underrepresented voices

 Training for staff on faith literacy;

 Understanding faith and dietary restrictions

 Awareness of key events

 Prayer observances 


	Slide 1: Engaging with Confidence (Faith Communities)
	Slide 2: Objectives 
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Exercise 1
	Slide 6: Main Headlines on Faith communities in the UK
	Slide 7: Exercise 2 – discussing assumptions
	Slide 8: Examples of Better Engagement

